




 

óIn twenty years from now, the new generation will, to a great extent, 

have forgotten this war ï the bloodiest since Creationô, said Rev WG 

Pope, preaching in the City Tabernacle on 23 February 1919. 

Looking back over almost a hundred years since that statement, 

another world war in 1939ï45 was to eclipse all wars in human 

history for the record of the greatest loss of life, but we have not 

forgotten those who served their God, King and Country. The aim of 

this book is to put flesh and bones on those whose names are 

recorded on the City Tabernacle WWI Honour Roll so that their life 

stories live on in our memories. 

Lest we forget. 

David Driver and Hope Colegrove 
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Foreword 

There is no doubt that Gallipoli and the AIF service in World War I defined us as 

a nation. But with growing numbers in attendance at Anzac ceremonies each year, 

it is important that we neither mythologise nor underestimate the sacrifice of 

those who went so willingly to serve their country. 

With each new generation the danger of these errors grows. There are no living 

veterans and in the era of mobile phone and microwave we are increasingly 

unable to relate to that of the óCoo-eeô and the wood stove. The nature of family 

and community have changed dramatically and with that the place of faith in the 

nation, all making it ever more difficult to fully appreciate the context of the 

personal decisions that led people to risk all, in historyôs bloodiest war. 

In these circumstances it seems essential to have a common prism through which 

to look back on these men and women and their service. Shared community offers 

the best prospect for that and no shared community allows us to do that as well as 

that of the Church, with its enduring unifying purpose and values. 

This is the great contribution of this book to both the City Tabernacle and this 

final year of the Centenary commemoration of the Great War. 

This book honours members and adherents of the church who served. As 

Christians we can rip away the haze of myth and time and relate to these men and 

women in a real heart sense. David and Hopeôs extensive research provide letters 

and contemporary reports that expand and deepen our relationship with them. But 

they donôt stop there; wherever they can they put them in their families, not only 

immediate, but within the generations that grew and formed them, all adding 

depth and relational quality to the record. 

In the introduction David draws on contemporary material from church leaders 

and other senior Baptists that give an often-missing insight to their nuanced 

opinions as men of faith to the war. It is useful context and helps explain why 

there were both combatant and non-combatant volunteers from the Tabernacle, 

although both paid the same heavy price. 

This is a valuable contribution to the Centenary commemoration in general, but 

for the congregation of the City Tabernacle Baptist Church it of course holds 

special relevance. The names on that Roll of Honour will be given new life 

through familiarity and you will find many with a generational thread of faith and 

service clearly inherited from those who founded the church. 

It can be seen to glorify war to hail its heroes. But such a view is seldom formed 

with a knowledge of the individual men and women and their place in families or 

community. These men and women in particular came from a community formed 
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around the person of Jesus Christ, who while being at the same time God, 

sacrificially served, even to the cross. Following that example deserves to be 

honoured and by this book David Driver and Hope Colegrove have done that for 

them. 

Brigadier Jim Wallace AM (ret) 

Royalla  

June 2018 
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Introduction 1 

Introduction 

When war broke out in August 1914, Rev James Cuthbert Mursell (1860ï1948) 

was the minister at the City Tabernacle Baptist Church, often called the City 

Tabernacle or simply the Tab, but referred to as the City Tabernacle hereinafter. 

A sermon by Rev Mursell, quoted at some length below, indicates that he viewed 

involvement in the war effort as service to God, King or empire, and country. 

This is not to suggest that this was a holy war. It was, however, a just war for 

those fighting for righteousness, against the oppression of the German army. 

In his historical review of the 1914ï15 year in the life of the church, the acting 

Secretary Thomas AG Colledge made the comment: óthe following members and 

adherents have left these shores, to serve their King and Country, in the cause of 

Freedom and Righteousnessô, before going on to name the seven men and one 

woman who by June 1915 had commenced their service. 

The flag under which they served is depicted on the logo shown on the inside 

front cover. It was adopted in 1909 and replaced by the current flag in 1953. 

Known as the red ensign, it was identical to the current flag except for the 

background colour. Although both flags were in use between 1909 and 1953, only 

the red ensign could be flown by private citizens.1  

In the Year Book 1915ï1916, after the deaths of three of the servicemen from the 

City Tabernacle, John Keith, in his Secretaryôs report wrote: óOur sincerest 

sympathy goes out to the families of those who have fallen. They also have the 

consolation that they died fighting bravely for God, King and Homeô. The Sunday 

School Report in the Year Book 1916ï1917 states, óDuring the year the following, 

who were old scholars of the school ï viz., W.A. Carson, F.J. Marriott, W.J.F. 

Cooksley, W.J. Marshall, A.H. Ross, Herbert Hicks, C. Albert Dennis, Walter 

Newman have left for distant lands to fight for God, King, and Countryô. 

The City Tabernacle was originally known as the Wharf Street Baptist Church, 

but renamed when the facilities in Wharf Street became too small and the present 

building was constructed and opened in 1890. William and Elizabeth Grimes 

were two of the 13 men and women who formed the Wharf Street Church in 

1855. Their great-grandson, Alister Bailey Grimes, is listed on the churchôs Roll 

of Honour. Rev Benjamin Gilmore Wilson was the minister of the Wharf Street 

Church from 1858 until 1878 and was probably the most significant figure in the 

early history of the church. Four of his grandsons (Lindsay, Harry, Kenneth and 

                                                      
1
 https://www.pmc.gov.au/government/australian-national-flag, accessed 15 October  

  2018. 

https://www.pmc.gov.au/government/australian-national-flag
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Frederick [David]) and three of his granddaughters (Marjorie, Madeline and Elsie 

Patterson) are listed on the Roll of Honour. 

The terms óHonour Boardô and óRoll of Honourô are often used interchangeably. 

The Australian War Memorial uses both terms. 

Honour boards and rolls were erected in many local schools, halls, churches 

and offices as a means of acknowledging the commitment made by the 

community to the military forces. 

The criteria used for inclusion of names on an honour board were determined 

by those creating the board and can vary. For example, the board may only 

include those who were born in the town, those who enlisted in the town, 

those who were living or working in the town when they enlisted or veterans 

who became associated with the area after the war when the honour board 

was being created. Some honour boards include all those who served and 

others only list those who died in the war. In some cases an individual may 

appear on more than one honour board.
2
 

Since the current list of servicemen and women in the foyer of the City 

Tabernacle is labelled Roll of Honour, this terminology is used throughout this 

book, unless the term Honour Board is used in a direct quotation. The criteria 

used by the leadership of the church for inclusion in the roll is unknown. The 

level of involvement of those listed is summarised below and detailed in the 

individual servicemen and womenôs biographies. 

The City Tabernacle was a very significant organisation within Brisbane at the 

time. The membership as at 30 June 1915 totalled 403. This included some very 

high-profile people, such as Hon Digby F Denham, a former premier of 

Queensland, who was elected as a deacon in 1917. Apart from two services each 

Sunday and one on Wednesday, other programs of the church included a Sunday 

School, Junior Christian Endeavour and Menôs Own Meeting (which all met 

every Sunday), Mothersô Meeting and Christian Endeavour (held every week), 

and a Mission Class and Ladiesô Work Meeting (held every fortnight or monthly). 

In addition to the minister, the church leadership (diaconate) in 1914ï15 consisted 

of: Edmund JT Barton of New Farm; Thomas Biggs of Milton; William H Bush 

of Windsor; Thomas A Colledge of South Brisbane; William P Cooksley of 

Hendra; John A Goldsmith of Fortitude Valley; George Hiron of Toowong who 

died 2 June 1915; Alfred Kent of Wooloowin; John C Keith of Auchenflower; 

Charles Martin of Hawthorn; George A McFarlane of Bowen Hills; John 

McKenzie of Indooroopilly; William R Smith of Taringa; Thomas E White of 

Toowong; and Benjamin G Wilson of South Brisbane. 

                                                      
2
 https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/honour-board, accessed 21 September 2018. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/research/guide/honour-board
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The Year Book 1914ï1915, in its historical review, stated: 

Since the publication of the last year-book, the whole world has been 

shocked by the plunging of the greater part of Europe into war. Great Britain, 

by her treaty obligations, has had to take her place by the side of Belgium 

against Germany. 

Australia has made Great Britainôs cause her own, and has nobly responded 

by sending the best of her sons and daughters to serve at the Front, and the 

City Tabernacle Church has contributed her quota. 

Up to the 30th June, the following members and adherents have left these 

shores, to serve their King and Country, in the cause of Freedom and 

Righteousness: 

NURSE WILSON, WM. S. BELL, H.K. DENHAM, T.W. HAM, E.G. 

HERRINGTON, LLOYD SIMMONDS, ROBERT HOUSTON LIND, L.B. 

McNEIL, 

and others already have taken steps to follow their noble example.3 

Rev. James Mursell was one of the first to 

offer his services and was chosen as the armed 

servicesô first senior chaplain for the group 

comprising Baptists, Congregationalists, 

Churches of Christ and Salvation Army.
4
 He 

served in this capacity from July 1911 (before 

the outbreak of war) until March 1915 when 

he left Brisbane to return to England.
5
 

During his time in Brisbane, he frequently 

preached on the Christianôs duty to God, King 

and Country in time of war. This is typified in 

the report in the secular press of special 

services in November 1914.  

PRAYER FOR THE EMPIRE AND 

FOR PEACE. 

A special day of intercession for our 

King, our Empire, and for peace was 

yesterday observed in the Baptist 

                                                      
3
 City Tabernacle, Year Book 1917ï1918, p. 7. 

4
 John E White, A Fellowship of Service: A history of the Baptist Union of Queensland 

   (Brisbane: Baptist Union of Queensland, 1977), pp. 199ï200, quoted in Les Ball, Grow 

   the Vision: The Sesqui-Centennial History of the City Tabernacle Baptist Church,  

   1855ï2005 (Brisbane: City Tabernacle Baptist Church, 2005), p. 38. 
5
 The Brisbane Courier, 24 July 1911, p. 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699112?searchTerm=Mursell%20senior%20chaplain&searchLimits=sortby=dateAsc
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699112?searchTerm=Mursell%20senior%20chaplain&searchLimits=sortby=dateAsc
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19699112?searchTerm=Mursell%20senior%20chaplain&searchLimits=sortby=dateAsc
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Churches throughout Queensland, on the invitation of their association. Both 

Services were to be devoted to ñdeep heart searching, and to fervent prayer 

for an early and righteous peace amongst the nations now at war. Further, 

that God, in His great mercy, may safeguard our beloved Homeland and her 

dependencies in this, her, hour of stress and trial.ò Appropriate hymns and 

special prayers both for our country and for the men who have gone to the 

front were printed, and circulated in all the churches, and there was a very 

hearty response on the part of the various congregations. At the City 

Tabernacle, both morning and evening, the written prayers were read by 

pastor and people together, and the occasion was both solemn and 

impressive. Rev. Jas. Mursell preached on both occasions, speaking in the 

morning on the Christianôs attitude and duty during the war, and in the 

evening on the call to seriousness and earnestness of life and purpose 

involved in the momentous events through which we are passing, in addition 

to the selected hymns, the choir sang, in the morning, the anthem ñI Was 

Glad,ò and in the evening ñWhen the Day of Pentecost Was Fully Come.ò 

The recitative and aria, ñIf With All Your Hearts,ò was also given by a 

member of the choir. At the close a large proportion of the congregation 

remained to take part in a special prayer meeting, and it may be said that 

throughout the day there was a very marked sense of the solemnity of the 

occasion, whilst the opportunity for united and special prayer was generally 

appreciated.6 

Mursellôs son, James Lockhart Mursell (1893ï1963) was drafted in both World 

War I and World War II into the United States of 

America forces. He became a US citizen in 1917 

while completing a PhD at Harvard University 

and married Alice Ethred May in New York in 

1919. James Jnr and Alice visited England in 

1922, presumably to visit James Snr and Jeannie. 

In the interim, between the departure of Mursell 

and the arrival of his successor, Rev William 

George Pope in August 1916, Mr Edmund JT 

Barton (1854ï1937) was an outspoken advocate 

for the involvement of Christian men and women 

in the war effort. Barton became a member of the 

City Tabernacle in 1891ï92, was elected as a 

deacon in 1914, and was President of the 

Queensland Baptist Association in 1912ï13. He 

had been editor of The Courier in 1903ï05. 

                                                      
6
 The Brisbane Courier, 23 November 1914, p. 8.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19997604?searchTerm=%22Rev%20Jas%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland|||l-decade=191|||l-year=1914|||sortby=dateAsc
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19997604?searchTerm=%22Rev%20Jas%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland|||l-decade=191|||l-year=1914|||sortby=dateAsc
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/19997604?searchTerm=%22Rev%20Jas%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland|||l-decade=191|||l-year=1914|||sortby=dateAsc
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William Popeôs attitude to war can be clearly seen in the following report.  

The One Big Union of Nations. 

Speaking at the City Tabernacle, Brisbane, on Sunday evening, February 

23rd, on the subject of the One Big Union of Nations against war, the Rev. 

W.G. Pope said that at the outbreak of the recent great war Christianity and 

the Church were arraigned and blamed for not having power to stop it or to 

oppose its evil power. But if the Church was at fault, so also was Education, 

and Commerce, and International Conventions and Social Ideals. To discard 

these because they did not prevent war was like a man who sawed off his 

legs because they did not help him enough to catch the train. The war has 

revealed the necessity of true education and culture, of essential trusted 

international commerce and conventions as well as perfected social ideals. 

The war was not caused by any one or all of these, but by their lack. Not less 

is wanted, but more. Alas, after nearly twenty centuries of Christianity, it is a 

great blow to faith and courage to discover that civilisation in some places 

has but the thinnest veneer of Christianity. Not a century ago, slavery was in 

full exercise. Christianity had not caused it to cease then; but it has now. It 

looked impossible then, but the impossible only takes a little longer. In any 

case, slavery and the cockpit and the burning of Indian widows ï against 

which Christianity is truly opposed ï are gone, and the spirit of Christianity 

did it! Will it take another century to abolish war, intoxicating liquor, and 

gambling? The spirit of Christianity is only just awakening to fight this 

trinity of evils, and as certainly as the others disappeared, so will these! 

The present opportunity is a challenge to the Church. Compared to the larger 

community its strength is not probably more than one to ten yet it is the 

portion of the community that counts for more than thrice their number. This 

is a climacteric day in history. Five years ago the militaristic spirit in many 

nations, large and small, itched for exercise. For five years most of them 

have had their sway. Militarism has been tested and found less than vanity! 

Since the days of history ï say B.C. 1491, to this day ï over 3400 years, the 

worldôs records reveal but 227 years of peace! and every thirteen years some 

great war. And yet the world had not enough. In twenty years from now, the 

new generation will, to a great extent, have forgotten this war ï the bloodiest 

since Creation? In our recent South African campaign of three years ï we 

called it a war! ï the total casualties amounted to 38,156, whereas in the first 

six weeks on Gallipoli the British losses alone amounted to 38,636!!! 

Australiaôs final army doubled that of [General] Frenchôs ñContemptiblesò at 

the start! We have fought, and we have won. In the history of all wars 

hitherto, the winner has never been strong enough to propose a true league of 

peace! If the proposition of a league of nations against war is not a triumph 

of Christianity in its truest spirit ï then I fail to discover its origin! When 
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passion is awakened, Christianity is not wanted. When the battle is over the 

discarded spirit of Christ usually creeps back slowly, but this time, whilst we 

are still discussing terms of peace, it is here! 

Is it possible to do without force? Not more than it is possible for a father or 

the schoolmaster to wholly cease corporal punishment, or the city to discard 

its police. Force and love are neither antagonistic nor antithetical! The Christ 

of love used a scourge of cords, and on the Pharisees a scourge of woes! The 

damnatory clauses were not wholly eliminated from His discourses! War is 

sometimes necessary! There was, once a war in heaven to expel that which 

cursed even that sacred place! War, as a surgical operation, is sometimes 

essential ï but unlike the surgeonôs knife, it never cures anything! In the 

League of Nations have we discovered the more excellent way? If so, the 

whole Church of God will bless the framers and leaders of it. The Church is 

against war ï and would fain, at this time, discover a moral equivalent for the 

enthusiastic war spirit that seized our young men. We curse war, for it claims 

our best young men, it breaks the motherôs heart, it robs the State, the 

Commonwealth, the Church, and the world of its best men. We shall pray 

and labour and die to beat it out of the world.7 

Rev Popeôs son, Douglas Hamilton Pope enlisted in August 1918 and served in a 

non-combat role on Australian soil. 

The church leadership would also appear to have been supportive of the war 

effort. The fathers or guardians of six of the servicemen were on the diaconate of 

the church when they enlisted, and the fathers of two more servicemen were 

deacons either before or after the war. 

The men and women who are recognised on the Roll of Honour had a range of 

levels of involvement in the City Tabernacle. Given their ages when they enlisted 

and the requirements for membership of a Baptist church, it is not that surprising 

that only 18 of the 54 men and three of the five servicewomen were in 

membership when they enlisted. Many of these became members within a year of 

their enlistment. Another five servicemen came into membership soon after they 

returned from the Front. Several others were actively involved in a variety of 

programs within the church, such as Christian Endeavour and the choir without 

having come into formal membership. 

One or both of the parents of 36 of the men and five of the women were in 

membership and, of the seven who were married when they enlisted, three of their 

wives were in membership. The parents of three servicemenôs wives were in 

membership, suggesting that their wives were also actively involved in the church 

before their future husbands went to war. 

                                                      
7
 The Australian Baptist, 4 March 1919, p. 7. 
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Enlistment 

Given that Queensland was a very young state when war broke out, it is not 

surprising that many of the men who enlisted were recent immigrants. Of the 54 

servicemen, 34 were born in Australia (including two who were born in New 

South Wales) and 20 were born overseas (nine in Scotland, seven in England, 

three in Wales and one ï AJW Chisholm ï in New Zealand). Only one of these 

had been in the colony for more than four years when war broke out. These recent 

immigrants, almost all of whom were from Great Britain, were highly motivated 

to go back and help defend their motherland. 

Of the 36 born overseas, the ancestral home of 30 of the servicemen has been 

identified. The parents or forebears of 13 were from England, seven from 

Scotland, four from Ireland, five from a mix of sovereign states within the United 

Kingdom, and one from Germany. The motivation for this serviceman to fight 

against the birthplace of his father and grandparents is unknown. 

Decade 
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Born in Australia, 

migrant generation 
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1830ï39   1 1 2 

1840ï49   3 1 4 

1850ï59   6 4 10 

1860ï69  5 2  7 

1870ï79  1   1 

1880ï89  7   7 

1890ï99 1    1 

1900ï09     0 

1910ï19 17    17 

Total 18 13 12 6 49 
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The numbers of servicemen who immigrated (if they were born outside 

Australia), or if they were born in Australia when their forebears migrated, are 

shown in the table above. 

The date of enlistment and involvement in the war effort of 53 of the 54 men who 

are listed on the Roll of Honour can be identified. Thirty-one were in combat 

roles and 20 were in non-combat roles. Two servicemen were initially in combat 

roles, but during the course of the war changed to non-combat roles. The intended 

role of one servicemanôs service is unknown. (He arrived in England after the 

Armistice.)  

There was a noticeable spike in the numbers enlisting between 15 September 

1915 and 21 September 1915 ï seven men, including two sets of brothers, 

enlisted, three in combat roles and four in non-combat roles, all as members of the 

Field Ambulance. It is probably not coincidental that this was shortly after the 

young men of the church heard of the death of Robert Lind at Gallipoli and the 

patriotic resolution, outlined below, was discussed. 

It would seem that the attitudes of Baptists in Queensland regarding involvement 

in the war may have changed significantly in the period immediately before this. 

A report in the secular press includes the following report. 

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

Patriotic Resolutions. 

The Baptist Associationôs annual assembly held its third business session 

yesterday afternoon. The Rev. A.B. Mursell (Warwick) conducted a brief, 

but inspiring preliminary devotional session. 

The President-elect occupied the chair at the evening meeting. The Rev. A.O. 

Shaw led the assembly in prayer. 

On the motion of Mr. E.J.T. Barton, the following resolutions were 

unanimously passed ï  

1. That we, the members of the Baptist Association of Queensland, in annual 

meeting assembled, desire to reiterate our expressions of unswerving loyalty 

to our King at this crisis in the history of the British Empire. Deeply 

impressed with the justice and righteousness of the cause of Britain and her 

Allies, we heartily support the efforts of the Empire to bring the war to a 

successful termination. At the same time, recognising the menace of German 

militarism to the liberties and to the best life of the world, we call upon all 

members and adherents of Baptist churches, to exert themselves to the 

uttermost, whether by personal service in the field, or by intercession and 

self-denying labours at home. And we urge upon our churches and upon all 

their members, the paramount duty of unceasing prayer to God that He may 
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restore peace to the world, as speedily as may accord with His sovereign 

purpose to remove hindrances out of the way of His kingdom, and to 

establish the rule of His Son on the Earth. 

2. Whilst expressing gratitude that so many of those associated with our 

churches have nobly volunteered for active service, we wish to place on 

record our admiration for the heroism and endurance displayed by all our 

Australian soldiers, and our prayerful sympathy, not only for the wounded 

and the sick, but also for the many thousands who are suffering heart-

breaking bereavement, and for those in continuous anxiety, from day to day 

for the safety of those dearest to them. 

3. That in view of the tremendous issues at stake in the present war, this 

assembly would affectionately urge that it is our duty as Christians, to 

cultivate by every means in our power, that chastened and contrite spirit 

which is most fitting in time of public stress and anxiety and that we should 

avoid everything tending to foster indifference to the claims of patriotism 

and the call to action and self-sacrifice. Very specially the assembly urges 

that there is at present a high call for attendance at public worship, whether 

on the Lordôs day or at the midweek services as a duty we owe to our God, to 

our country, and to our own highest interest é 

In the evening, a public meeting at which the subject of Christian patriotism 

will be discussed, will take place.1  

The proportion of servicemen in non-combat roles is considerably higher than in 

the services generally and although there appears to be a tendency for those who 

enlisted earlier in the war to have been in non-combat roles, this does not appear 

to be statistically significant. The relatively high proportion of servicemen who 

volunteered for non-combat duties can be explained by their desire to contribute 

to the war effort and serve their fellowmen (for their God, King and Country) but 

had legitimate Christian concerns about direct involvement in the conflict. Alister 

Grimesôs son, Ken states, óThe Grimes family were staunch Baptists and opposed 

to killing of any kind. Some of his friends and relatives were in the Ambulance 

Corps é so when he (Alister) enlisted it was in the Ambulance as a non-

combatantô.2 

                                                      
1
 The Telegraph, Friday 17 September 1915, p. 8. 

2
 Grimes, Ken G, Alister Bailey Grimes at War: Diary and Letters ï 1915ï1919 (self- 

   published, 2010). 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/179684126?searchTerm=%22A%20B%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/179684126?searchTerm=%22A%20B%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/179684126?searchTerm=%22A%20B%20Mursell%22&searchLimits=
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The tone of Bartonôs motions is quite different from that expressed in a series of 

sermons by Rev J Mursell, pastor of the City Tabernacle, not long after Australia 

declared war. 

Special attention is being directed by our pastor to various phases of our 

responsibility as Christians in view of the terrible war now absorbing the 

attention of the whole world. During the past two Sunday evenings, the 

subjects of Mr. Mursellôs addresses have been respectively, Christianity 

ñBefore the Warò and ñDuring the War.ò In the course of a powerful sermon 

last Sunday, he quoted from the message of the Council of the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain and Ireland to the Baptists of the Empire, which so ably sets 

forth Christian duty in these difficult times. ñWe must look at every issue as 

it may be presented to us, from the standpoint of the Cross, and of our 

Saviourôs love. It must never be forgotten that this is Christôs world, and that 

all peoples are the sheep of his pasture, for whom He died.ò Throughout the 

discourse there was strong insistence that the Christian attitude towards the 

war and those who are engaged in it must, in important respects, be different 

from that of other people. We have to exemplify in our whole conduct, 

inwardly and outwardly, the Christian spirit, and the Christian attitude, and 

we have to do so at a time when a great deal that is in us, and much more that 

is round about us is of a temper far from Christian. This is what Christ our 

Lord demands of us. But more, it is what he enables us to do. The spiritual 
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man can take the spiritual view. In this connection striking contrast was 

drawn between a recent statement by Dr. Clifford in its intense horror and 

hatred of war, and the writings of the German, von Bernhardi, in their 

adulatory championship of war for its own sake and their callous indifference 

to massacres and burnings and ruinous destruction associated therewith. 

Amongst other things, the preacher warned his hearers against the danger of 

growing callous towards the horrors of war. He insisted on the Christianôs 

duty to honestly search for a true understanding of the war. He cannot rest 

until he gains and understands Christôs thought of it, which is the real truth 

about it. In this connection were quoted Mr. Asquithôs words, ñIt is not 

merely a material, it is a spiritual conflict.ò The poet laureate put the truth 

even more forcibly: ñWe are engaged in what is manifestly a war declared 

between Christ and the devil.ò As had been truly said, ñIt is the clash of two 

totally different and quite irreconcilable ideals. On one side is the ideal to 

which mankind has been painfully climbing, that of love of righteousness 

and the law in the life of nations as truly as in the life of individuals. On the 

other is the ideal openly avowed by German philosophers, statesmen and 

soldiers, that brute strength reinforced by science is supreme in international 

relationships. ñThe law of love,ò says Bernhardi, ñcan claim no significance 

for the relationships of one country to another. Christian morality is personal 

and social, and in its nature cannot be political.ò Force on one side, which is 

the devilôs ideal; love on the other, which is Christôs. Moreover, this 

understanding of the war justified the desire and prayer for victory, and our 

righteous indignation at the barbarities that have disgraced German actions 

and methods from the very first. The Christian view of the war carried with it 

these two things ï an understanding of who our real foe is, and of the temper 

in which as a Christian nation we should carry on this war. We were not as 

Christians, intent on the destruction of Germany, but on her salvation, if need 

be from herself. German Christians, he went on to say, shared that desire, 

and in this connection was quoted the following passage from the letter of a 

German gentleman to a friend in England. He said, ñI quite agree with you as 

to the position in England, and that after doing her utmost to preserve peace 

she could not do otherwise than declare war with Germany, after the latter 

had violated Belgiumôs neutrality. Germanyôs plea of necessity does not 

excuse the wrong act ï one of whose effects is that Germany and Germans 

are now hated all the world over. Yet the nation itself did not wish this war. I 

believe there is more sorrow, suffering, and humiliation amongst the German 

people at the present moment than is supposed in your country, and it is 

certain that untold numbers of Christians amongst us are looking at this 

awful war in the same light as you do ï as an iniquitous war brought on by 

the powers of darkness ï a kind of spiritual warfare; and surely these 

Christians condemn as much the pride and arrogance shown before the war 
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began, as they do the cruelties perpetrated since then, in poor innocent 

Belgium.ò There, said Mr. Mursell, speaks the better heart of Germany; and 

in these days when our attention is so fixed on the baser side of German life, 

we need to be reminded that is there.3 

Mursell concluded his ministry at the City Tabernacle in March 1915. His 

nephew, Arthur, enlisted in the 17th Field Ambulance, Army Medical Corps, a 

non-combat role, on 17 September 1915. Details of his life, service and ministry 

are detailed later. 

The varying views on whether Christians should be involved in war, and if so, in 

combat roles, is evident in the address by the Rev William Bell, the retiring 

President of the Baptist Association of Queensland, delivered in the City 

Tabernacle in September 1916. 

The retiring President took as the subject of his address, ñThe Bible and the 

Warò. He said he was satisfied that every thoughtful person must realise that 

the world could not be the same after the war as it had been previously. 

There was reason to hope that one effect of the war would be to make the 

Bible a more interesting book, and that in future it would more than ever 

before help faith, stimulate hope, and inspire appropriate action. The history 

of the Israelites showed clearly that God did not despise the instrumentality 

of war in the carrying out of His purposes. Some people might say, ñWe live 

for a higher law. Our authority is not Moses, but Christ,ò and he was quite 

willing to grant that it was true that Christians were told to turn the other 

cheek to the smiter, to let the man who took oneôs coat take the cloak also, 

and to go voluntarily the second mile after one had been compelled to go the 

first; but this was an appeal for personal forbearance and magnanimity only. 

There was nothing in Christôs teaching which would justify a man in 

sacrificing the rights of others. If a scoundrelly ruffian appeared at a manôs 

door and threatened violence to his wife or children the man surely would 

not go to the Sermon on the Mount for guidance as to how he should act! 

Under such circumstances it would be well to act on another piece of Biblical 

advice ï ñHe that hath no sword let him buy one.ò For Great Britain to have 

looked on while Belgium was over run and crushed by a fierce and cruel 

tyrant would have been not forbearance, but cowardice. And the nation 

which would not strike a blow for such treasures as truth, justice, and 

freedom forfeited all right to possess them. (Hear, hear.) ñPeace at any 

price,ò was the cry of some, and to that he would say, ñYes, peace at any 

price, even at the price of war.ò But while the Bible did not forbid a 

righteous war, it did not encourage them to look on the issue as likely to be 

decided merely by brute force, or even by human skill and efficiency. If he 

                                                      
3
 The Australian Baptist, 24 November 1914, p. 11. 
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were addressing a meeting of citizens he would say that whatever service 

their country required of her able-bodies [sic] manhood for the winning of 

the war she was entitled to ask for. (Hear, hear.) But he was not addressing a 

meeting of citizens; he was speaking to representatives of the Christian 

Church. They should remember that in any struggle which had righteousness 

as its objective God was the main factor, and He was not necessarily the God 

of the big battalions and the 10in. guns. There were a hundred ways in which 

God could get His hand in to affect the fortunes of war apart from the mere 

clash of arms.4  

The City Tabernacle was without a pastor until August 1916, when Rev WG Pope 

commenced his ministry. Popeôs son, Douglas enlisted 24 August 1918, also in a 

technical, non-combat role on Australian soil. 

 

                                                      
4
 The Australian Baptist, 10 October 1916, p. 8. 
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The Roll of Honour 

The City Tabernacle began recording the names of its members year by year as 

they enlisted for active service during the Great War. The annual record of names 

can be found in the churchôs Year Books from 1914ï15 to 1918ï19, with the Year 

Book 1918ï1919 containing a detailed cumulative listing of all those who served 

overseas. Thus, the Roll of Honour presents a carefully prepared and accurate 

record. 

Unfortunately, despite this, there are a few errors and omissions. These are 

detailed in the biographies of the servicemen and women concerned. The ordering 

of the names is not strictly alphabetical. The grand-children of BG Wilson, almost 

all of whom had Gilmore as their last given name, were positioned as though their 

family name was Gilmore Wilson. Yet this is not hyphenated on the Roll and 

Gilmore is in lower case whereas Wilson is in upper case as for all the other 

family names. 

Interestingly, the Roll of Honour does not include the rank or role of the 

servicemen and women, although this was published in the City Tabernacle Year 

Books. It seems likely that the church leaders wanted to recognise all of them 

equally, without distinguishing their rank or whether they were in combat or non-

combat roles. The only notation apart from their names was the inclusion of 

citations and identification of those who were killed in action. 

The list seems to include a small number of adherents who attended the church on 

a regular basis before enlisting. The Year Book 1914ï1915 says at page 7 that, up 

to 30 June 1915, óthe following members and adherents left these shores to serve 

their King and Country in the cause of freedom and righteousnessô. 

The original Roll of Honour was unveiled in 1916. 

PATRIOTIC GATHERING. 

Speaking at a patriotic gathering in the City Tabernacle on Saturday night in 

connection with the unveiling of an honor board, Mr J.J. Kingsbury gave a 

brief but impressive outline of the historical events that led up to the war. 

Referring to the atrocities committed by German soldiers and sailors on land 

and sea, Mr Kingsbury asked if it were possible that (as some persons had 

recently implied) we did not know what we were fighting for? Was it 

possible that in England 5,000,000 people had volunteered, left their 

businesses and their professional occupations ï left the universities and the 

Houses of Parliament, and given their lives on the battlefield, and yet did not 

know what they were fighting for? Australia had sent over 300,000 

volunteers to the Front. Did they not know what they were fighting for? Did 

they not know that they were fighting for the liberty of the wide world? 
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(Cheers.) Did not the Boers know what they were fighting for when they 

gave so freely of their lives? Did they not know ï as all the world now knew 

ï that Germany was only a tiger thirsting for blood ï the maddest dog of 

Europe ï the cruellest nation that had ever existed since God made Adam 

and Eve? The dark races of India had sent their hundreds and thousands to 

the Front. (Loud applause.) We were not fighting individuals ï we had no 

desire to humiliate the German people, but we had a desire to cut out the 

cancer that would destroy liberty ï a desire to curb the Hohenzollern family, 

the mad Kaiser and his madder son. (Applause.) 

Brigadier-General Lee said he had great pleasure in unveiling an honor board 

that would record the names of those who had fought and died, for their flag 

and country. Young men had gone to the war willingly; he always felt for the 

families who were left behind. It was nice, indeed, to have records put in 

proper places so that families could, get some comfort from the sacrifices 

their fathers or sons had made. The response in Australia had been something 

marvellous for a young country. He felt as an Australian-born that he could 

be proud of the country and of the men brought up in. (Applause.) 

After the ñLast Postò had been sounded, the honor board was unveiled, and 

the Brigadier-General said he trusted that many of those whose names were 

on it, would return, happy and well, to their homes. (Applause.) 

The honor board ï a handsome piece of woodwork ï contained 34 names, 

including those of three men who had been killed in action. A hearty vote of 

thanks was accorded to Mr. Kingsbury and Brigadier-General Lee, on the 

motion of Senior Chaplain A.G. Weller, seconded by the Rev. W.G. Pope. 

A patriotic musical programme was rendered during the evening, organ solos 

being played by Mr. Percy Brier, and songs and recitations given by Mr. S. 

[Stephen] Best, Miss Lily Paton, Miss Ruby Hill, Mr. L. Jarrott, Mr. T. 

Starkie, Miss G. [Grace] Symonds, and Miss Mildred Bell.1 

A similar report was published in the secular press. 

Baptist Association. 

PATRIOTIC DEMONSTRATION. 

UNVEILING HONOUR BOARD. 

A largely attended patriotic demonstration was held in the City Tabernacle, 

under the auspices of the Baptist Associationôs annual assembly, on Saturday 

evening. The Rev. C.J.W. [Charles] Moon (president) introduced Brigadier-

General [George] Lee (State military, commandant), who presided é 

                                                      
1
 The Australian Baptist, 10 October 1916, p 8. 
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The Chairman, unveiling an honour board containing the names of members 

of the church who had enlisted, spoke of the patient heroism and valuable 

assistance rendered by the women of Australia, as well as by the men who 

had enlisted. He also complimented Senior Chaplain Weller on the good 

work which he had done amongst the troops. (Applause.) 

The ñLast Postò having been sounded by a bugler, the Commandant unveiled 

the honour board, which contains 34 names. A vote of thanks to the 

chairman, Mr. Kingsbury, and the vocalists was moved by the Rev. A. 

[Alfred] S. Weller.2 

The proceedings appropriately concluded with the military doxology. 

God Save our soldier men, 

Bring them safe home again. 

God save our men. 

Make them both strong and brave, 

Our Empireôs cause to save. 

Keep them on land and wave 

God save our men. 

A photograph of the Roll of 

Honour was sent to AB Grimes at 

the front in France by his brother 

Ben. Its receipt is mentioned in a 

letter home on 23 November 

1916. 

There was provision for names to 

be engraved on individual 

wooden strips and fixed to the 

board. Additional names were 

added up to 1919. Names were 

listed alphabetically and the end 

result was not as attractive as a 

board that was prepared after the 

event when all names were 

known, rather than being added one by one over time. The final list included 54 

men and three women. This Roll of Honour is thought to be similar to the one in 

the Jireh Baptist Church, shown here.  

There is also a memorial tablet inside the church on the back wall of the 

sanctuary. Initially this marble tablet contained the names of all those who gave 

their lives in World War I. It was officially unveiled at a Memorial (Peace) 

                                                      
2
 The Telegraph, Monday 25 September 1916, p. 10. 
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Jireh Baptist Church 

(detail) 
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Service held on Sunday 21 September 1919. At the unveiling ceremony it had a 

prominent place in front of the pulpit before later being moved to its present 

permanent position. The names of the two men who gave their lives in World War 

II were added to the tablet after that war. 

In conjunction with the 

unveiling, a letter was sent by 

the City Tabernacle Secretary, 

John Keith, to Mrs Lauchlan in 

Scotland, mother of one of the 

servicemen who was killed, 

and presumably to the parents 

of the other servicemen whose 

lives were cut short, as follows: 

Dear Mrs Lauchlan, 

As you have more than 

likely been made aware of 

our intention to erect a 

tablet in honoured 

memory of those who paid 

the supreme sacrifice 

during the great war on 

our behalf, I have now 

pleasure in informing you 

that the desire has been accomplished and on 21st of last month we had a 

Peace service. The tablet was placed in the forefront of the Church 

surrounded by beautiful floral wreaths worthy of the loved ones we wished to 

honor. I enclose a small photo showing the tablet, but of course it gives only 

a faint idea of the efforts of loving hearts and hands to make the surroundings 

of the best and helpful to a reverent feeling. Our Pastor Rev W.G. Pope 

conducted both services preaching in the morning from 

Daniel chapter 3, verses 17 and 18 

And in the evening 

Hebrew chapter 11 verse 13. 

At each service all of the soldiers present stood up while Mr Pope read the 

names of the fallen ones, then the congregation stood while the Last Post was 

being sounded and the organist closed with the funeral march of Beethoven 

in the morning and Chopin in the evening. 

 

Memorial Tablet 
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Both services had the ring of Triumph predominant for we do not think of 

our dear ones as dead only gone before, and one day with clearer eyes and 

our vision we shall know the reason of it all when we shall be able to fully 

and frankly say 

ñOur God hath done all things well.ò 

We closed the meetings of our Baptist Association on Saturday last and I am 

sure that you will be glad to know that our meetings have been the most 

successful in the history of the Baptist Association in Queensland. Although 

the war clouds dark and heavy at times hung over us there have been more 

additions to our Church Membership, two new Churches built and another 

started also many additions to our preaching stations in some of which your 

dear Boy had a large interest and took a prominent part. I feel sure that he 

knows of this and was able with many others to rejoice with us in our success 

and joy. 

Trusting you and all your dear ones enjoy the best of health and all the 

troubles and trying conditions in your land and which are ours also and that 

you will have the care of our dear Lord in all your needs agreeable to His 

promises. 

The supreme sacrifice of Robert Lauchlan and the other ten servicemen from the 

City Tabernacle who did not return, was a human one which helped secure the 

temporary, physical freedom of their countrymen. It pales into insignificance 

when compared to the supreme sacrifice of their Lord and Saviour, which secured 

their eternal, spiritual salvation. In the words of Paul: 

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man 

someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for 

us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.3 

Or in the words of Jesus: 

Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.4 

After the war had concluded, the central portion of the current Roll of Honour 

was installed. It is not known when this occurred. A photograph of this Roll of 

Honour is shown on the front cover of this book. 

The service of unveiling the Honour Board in the Church Vestibule was 

conducted on Sunday, 7th September, 1947, preceding the morning service. 

the Board which was designed to include the names of those who served in 

the Great War of 1914ï1918, preserved the original Honour Board then 

                                                      
3
 The Bible, Romans 5:7ï8. 

4
 The Bible, John 15:13. 
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erected, on which the names were renewed so as to match the names of the 

men and women associated with the Church, who served in World War II, 

1939ï1945. 

Rev. Eric Evans, of Melbourne, who was serving the Church for the month 

of September, dedicated the Honour Board to the memory of those whose 

names appeared thereon, and whom he eulogised for their great service, 

loyalty and courage. Two of our members of the Fighting Services paid the 

Supreme Sacrifice. Mr. Evans then called on Mrs. L. Butler who, in the 

following words, unveiled the Honour Board, ñTo the Glory of God and in 

honour and gratitude to the men and women whose names are inscribed 

thereon, I now unveil this Honour Board of the City Tabernacle Baptist 

Church.ò After a Prayer of Dedication this impressive service was concluded 

with the singing of the National Anthem.5 

The Year Book 1918ï1919 included the following brief details. 

OUR HONOUR ROLL 

We hold in honoured memory the following, who were KILLED IN 

ACTION. 

Anzac J.D. STREET. Served in Light Horse from December, 1914, in 

Gallipoli. Wounded 15th August. Chathamôs Post, 5th November, 1915. 

Anzac R.H. LIND. At Gaba Tepe, 8th August, 1915. 

E.R. SMITH. In France, 22nd August, 1918 after three yearsô service. 

Won Military Medal for bravery. 

Lance-Corporal L.B. McNEIL. By a bomb. Y Corps. Resting camp, 

Buire, France, November, 1916. 

Driver H.G. WILSON. France, 23rd July, 1916. 

Corporal W.P. SIMMONDS. Served from August, 1916. At Zonnebeke, 

Belgium, 4th October, 1917. 

Lieutenant W.J.F. COOKSLEY. France, April, 1918. 

GEORGE BREMNER. France. 

HENRY HACKETT. France. 

Rev. R. LAUCHLAN. France. 

WILLIAM N. SMITH. France. 

ñThese all died in Faith.ò 

ñNot having obtained ï but were persuaded.ò 

 

We have also secured some details of services rendered by other members 

whose names are on our Rolls. 

 

                                                      

5
 City Tabernacle Baptist Church, Year Book 1947ï1948, p. 9. 
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Sisters ï  

Sister M.K. WILSON (two stars). Served four years in hospitals at 

Heliopolis, Abbassia, Port Said, Gallipoli, and on various hospital ships. 

R. August, 1918. 

Sister M.J.G. WILSON (one star). Served from April, 1917, in England 

and France. 

Sister A. WILSON. Home service four years, Kangaroo Point and 

Rosemount. 

Sister E. PATTERSON. Served in Welwyn, Hampstead, and Birmingham 

Hospitals. R. 

Staff Nurse F.A. ENGLAND. Served over two years, Randwick Hospital, 

Sydney, and on troopships. R. 

Sister L.B. DENNIS. Served since September, 1916, in Hospitals, 

Bombay, Deccan, Egypt, and Southall (England). 

Ministers ï  

Rev. A.B. MURSELL. Served in France. R. April, 1919. 

Rev. Horace PAGE. Served in France.  

Anzacs ï  

Corporal W.S. BELL (Military Medal). Served in A.A.M.C. from May, 

1915, in Gallipoli. Wounded, and later in France again wounded. R. May, 

1919. 

Lance-Corporal T.W. HAM. Served Gallipoli and France from 

December, 1914. R. December, 1918. 

Staff-Sergeant J.L. SIMMONDS. Served from May, 1915, in Gallipoli, 

Egypt, and England. R. December, 1917.  

F.D. GILMORE WILSON. Served from July, 1915, in Gallipoli and 

Somme. Shot through lungs, Mouquet Farm, Pozières. R. May, 1917. 

Officers and N.C.O.s ï  

Lieutenant-Surgeon Probationer H.K. DENHAM. Served from April, 

1915, as surgeon on H.M. destroyers Lark, Heather, and Q16 mystery 

ship, convoying and submarine destroying. Mentioned in despatches. 

Lieutenant C.W. CAMERON. Served from November, 1915. Wounded 

by a bomb. Invalided home 1917. Instructor of Citizen Forces at Ipswich. 

C.Q.M.-Sergeant J.E. ENGLAND. Served in France nearly four years. 

Gained Meritorious Service Medal. R. 

Staff-Sergeant F.G. MARRIOTT, M.P.S. (N.C.O.). Dispenser in Charge, 

Weymouth Hospital. Served from December, 1916. 

Sergeant E. CARSON. Severely wounded, Passchendaele. Invalided 

home May, 1918. 

Sergeant C.A. DENNIS. Served from November, 1916. Gunner in 

France. R. June, 1919. 
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Sergeant V. SAMPSON. From October, 1915. Wounded September, 

1916. Served as instructor till end 1917; then in trenches until Armistice. 

Corporal A.H. ROSS. Served two and a-half years, France, 111th [sic] 

Howitzer Battery. R. 

Sergeant W.J. BRAMLEY. Railway section. 

Served in FRANCE and Elsewhere ï  

Signaller W.H. NEWMAN. R. September, 1917. 

Signaller W.J. MARSHALL. Wounded three times. Trained as signalling 

instructor; secured first place in classification. R. May, 1919. 

Bugler G. CAMERON. Served from August, 1915, in Egypt and France. 

Thrice wounded ï Fleurbaix, Villers-Brettonneux [sic], and Peronne. 

Recovered. R. May 1919. 

Lead driver R.T. COCHRANE. Served from January, 1916. Wounded 

and gassed at Ypres, July, 1917; again wounded severely at Caestre, July, 

1918. R. July, 1919. 

Driver L.P. WILSON. R. April, 1919. 

K.J.G. WILSON. In training camp at end war. 

DOUGLAS H. POPE. Training in Flying Corps at end war. 

Driver ALISTER GRIMES. R. Apri1, 1919. 

W.A. CARSON. Served from 1916. Wounded at Villers-Brettonneux 

[sic]. Not yet R. 

Driver A.K. HALL. R. August, 1919. 

R. WARRY HALL. Wounded, Passchendaele. R. August, 1019. 

LESLIE WATTS. Gassed and invalided home. R. May, 1919. 

HERBERT R. HICKS. Served in France and Belgium. Not yet R. 

G.N. LEWIS. Served from July, 1915; France. Not yet R. 

W.E. LEWIS. Served from August, 1915. Shell shock. R. July, 1919. 

A.G. LEWIS. Served from August, 1915. Invalided home, September, 

1916. 

ALBERT CHISHOLM. Served October, 1917. Wounded at Hamel, 

France, July, 1918. R. May, 1919. 

H.T. BURT SAULT. Served from September, 1918, in France and 

Belgium. Not yet R. 

W.P. McLACHLAN. Enlisted July, 1915; discharged November, 1915. 

COLIN LIND. Served from December, 1917, as munition worker in 

England. R. July, 1919. 

H.C. MOORE. Served from July, 1915, as Y.M.C.A. military worker, 

Thursday Island and on Troopships. R. 

ED. Guy HERRINGTON. R. 

ERNEST GEORGE DAUTH. 

REUBEN KENT. Wounded. 

REG. C. KEITH. Wounded. 
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ROY BISSETT. Not yet R. 

W.C. HODGSON. R.6 

More details of the life, service and Christian ministry of these men and women 

are provided in the chapters that follow. 

Lest We Forget 

In November 1919, a few days before the Armistice, WD Grimes, in his capacity 

as secretary of the Baptist Association of Queensland wrote letters, presumably to 

all of the Baptist Churches throughout Queensland, as follows. 

Dear Sir & Brother, 

 The Queensland Baptist Association felt it would be appropriate and 

fitting in every way to issue some suitable memento card to every returned 

soldier in connection with our churches, also to the parents of such men who 

laid down their lives in the war. After careful research such a card has been 

found and printed, finely picturing the scenes of battle and peace, with a 

centre for printed matter and written names and with suitable poetry inside. 

 Will you now kindly assist us in their distribution by sending 

immediately the names and addresses 

(a) of parents whose sons died in the war 

(b) of returned men. 

and the Ex-President (in whose term of office peace came) will sign and 

issue these cards by post. 

 Your careful and immediate attention to this will greatly facilitate the 

work. 

Yours heartily, 

 W.D. Grimes 

  Hon. Secretary 

 

 

                                                      
6
 City Tabernacle, Year Book 1918ï1919, pp. 8ï11. 
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Armistice Celebrations, Brisbane 

(State Library of Queensland) 

The Armistice 

When hostilities ceased on 11 November 1918: 

Eleven servicemen listed on the City Tabernacle Roll of Honour had been 

buried in various war cemeteries on Turkish, French and Belgian soil, having 

made the supreme sacrifice; 

Harold Denham resumed his medical studies in England; 

Burt Sault, Alexander Tannock and Bert Hicks were in transit to the front, 

having enlisted in June, July and September 1918. Alexander was discharged 

the same year without having reached the Front, while Burt and Bert served 

in France after the Armistice had been signed. Kenneth Wilson had enlisted 

in August 1918 and did not leave Australian shores; 

Two men, Douglas Pope and William McLachlan, had served on home soil; 

Twenty-nine servicemen returned over the next year and a half; the last to 

return was Reg Keith, who didnôt step back onto home soil until the end of 

March 1920; 

Eight servicemen had either already returned or were on their way home, 

mainly as medically unfit for further participation in the war effort. This 

group included Charles Cameron, Ernest Carson, Thomas Ham, Edward 

Herrington, Gordon Lewis, Walter Newman, John Simmonds and David 

Wilson. There is little doubt that these men, who had experienced the horrors 

of war first hand, would have led the rejoicing that their brothers and mates 

would soon join them, safe and sound, back in Australia. 

The Allied victory 

guaranteed that the 

sacrifices of all of 

our servicemen and 

women and their 

loved ones were not 

in vain.  

The celebrations 

commenced almost 

immediately after 

the signing of the 

Armistice. Official 

celebrations, some 

of which are 

reported below, took 
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place later that month. Within 48 hours of the signing of the Armistice, on 

Wednesday 13 November, a thanksgiving service was held in the City 

Tabernacle. 

A congregation fairly representative of the Baptist churches in and around 

Brisbane assembled in the City Tabernacle yesterday morning for a united 

thanksgiving service. The chair was taken by Rev. W.G. Pope (President of 

the Baptist Association of Queensland), and with him on the platform, in 

addition to those taking part in conducting the service, were Mr. A. [Alfred] 

H. Richer, vice-president, and Mr. W.D. Grimes, hon. secretary. Mr. Percy 

Brier presided at the organ, and the singing throughout was of a hearty 

congregational character. It included the Te Deum, and several well-known 

hymns expressive of gratitude for victory. The opening prayer was led by 

Mr. Pope, and the 27th Psalm, sometimes known as the Soldiersô Psalm, was 

read by Chaplain Captain A.G. Weller. Prayer was also led by Rev. W. Bell, 

M.A, South Brisbane, and by Rev. Wingfield, Albion. A spirited address was 

given by Mr. Digby F. Denham, who dwelt first on the noble sacrifices 

which have been made to attain the deliverance in which we to-day are 

rejoicing. The World for all time, he said, would be their debtors. Full 

recognition must be given to all the human agencies; but over and above all 

praise must be given to God, who had once more vindicated His power as 

disposer of human events. The claim that might is right had once more been 

overthrown, and it had been proved that the Judge of all the earth will do 

right. No military writer had yet explained the reasons of Germanyôs failure 

of her long-prepared effort to secure world domination, and he believed there 

was no other explanation than that of divine interposition. The service closed 

with the singing of the National Anthem, after which the organist played the 

ñHallelujah Chorusò.1 

Unfortunately, due to the fallen nature of man, some of the hopes and dreams 

expressed in the following editorial in The Australian Baptist, published the day 

after the signing of the Armistice, did not materialise. 

The Worldôs Magna Charta 

This has been the greatest week in history. Besides this war all previous wars 

have dwarfed into insignificance, and all other victories have become local 

and circumscribed. This has been a world-war, and the victory which has 

come this week is a world victory. The nations of the earth have been in 

travail of soul and body and mind, and out of it all a new world for mankind 

has been born. 

                                                      
1
 The Brisbane Courier, Thursday 14 November 1918, p. 8. 
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And so to-day the whole world rejoices. The air is laden with music. Nations 

are singing their anthems of thanksgiving. The hearts of untold millions are 

welling over with joyous gratitude. The bells from every belfry and steeple in 

Christendom are ringing out their gladsome chimes. The humblest vessel 

capable of giving forth a sound has been commandeered, and its noise 

translated into the music of the hour. Every nation under the blue heavens ï 

for there are no clouds in the sky to-day ï every nation, in its own fashion, 

and in its own particular language, is making melody of the fact that peace 

has come again to a war-weary world; and, best of all, it has come bearing 

the promise of immunity from any similar catastrophe during the present 

century; at least. 

It will take the world some time to readjust itself to peaceful conditions. 

While the whole world has been at war, everything else has had to stand 

aside. The threads of life cannot be taken up again where we laid them down, 

when the call came to sterner duty. The old looms have somehow become 

antiquated or dilapidated. They will be incapable of answering to the altered 

conditions and requirements. Life will need to be planned on a fresh pattern, 

and the machinery has not even been designed. 

It will not be easy to realise that the world has been born, not to a new time-

table, simply, but to a new calendar. Many old things have passed away ï 

some of them good enough in their way, others quite undesirable ï and we 

face a new dawn in history with the complexion of things entirely changed. 

During the night of gloom, a moral and social earthquake has, as it were, 

transformed the face of the world, completely altering our perspective, and 

changing our sense of values. Valleys have been exalted, mountains have 

been swallowed up, tiny rivulets have swelled into great rivers, oceans have 

become mere land-locked basins, many rough places have been made 

smooth. 

And the arithmetic of it all is the sum of human happiness, offering the 

opportunities, if righteously employed, for sweetening the fountains of life, 

holding more evenly the balances of social and political justice, and 

generally making it easier for men and nations to do right, and more difficult 

for them to do wrong. In the highest sense of all, if we so desire it, the 

unexampled opportunity is at our hand to build up out of the debris and 

desolation of the last four years, a highway for our God, along which the 

nations of the earth may travel to lay their honours at His feet. 

The paper signed at that stately chateau in France on Monday, the news of 

which has just come through while we are writing, is the greatest document 

since Runnymede. This is no mere ñscrapò of paper. It is the Magna Charta, 

not for one nation or two, but for the world. It means liberty, not for ten 
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million slaves in America, or 40 million serfs in Russia, but for the whole 

human race. It is the death-warrant of tyranny, in whatever guise, in 

whatever country, for the League of Nations which must evolve out of the 

Peace Congress will be a league of world domination, by mutual consent, 

ñbroad-based upon the peopleôs will.ò 

It means liberty and equality to every down-trodden nation in Europe ï the 

right to think, the right to vote, the right to pray as they like, none hence 

daring to make them afraid. One needs to have lived in Austria, in Poland, in 

Russia, in the Balkan Provinces, to know what that means. The serfdom of 

the body is as nothing to the serfdom of the soul. But, thank God, there will 

be no more soul-slaves by Act of Parliament or Royal Ukase [arbitrary 

command] in Europe. There will be no more Congo atrocities, no more 

oppression of inferior races by bullying Powers. Automatically with the 

signing of the new Magna Charta, the flag of liberty has been hoisted as a 

protection for all races without distinction of colour or creed. 

There will be losses as well as gains under the new Magna Charta, but, 

paradoxically as it may appear, the very losses will be gains. The Kaiser is 

not the only tyrant whom this war is going to dethrone. The death-warrant of 

Alcohol has been signed, however slow we may be in Australia to learn and 

act on the news. The tyrants of Capital and Labour ï and they are not all on 

one side ï will have to go. Before the war, says Dr. Reuben Saillens, money 

had right of way. ñTo-day it is not the man who has money who has the right 

of way. The king of France to-day is not the millionaire, but the man who 

may not have a penny in his pocket, but has courage and believes in the great 

cause for which it stands. The values of life have changed. The great man 

today is not the man who gets, but the man who gives. And he who gives 

most is the one we put highest in our estimation. Invisible things have taken 

the right place. Spiritual values have taken their right place.ò 

Militarism also has to go. Even the war-lords of Germany recognised that, 

before ever the armistice was signed. The most significant cable of the week 

was the message of the German Imperial Chancellor, as published in 

Mondayôs papers. In his proclamation to Germans abroad he says: 

ñForsaken in the fifth year by their allies, the Germans could not carry on the 

struggle against the growing superiority of their enemies. The victory for 

which many hoped has not been granted us, but the German people has [sic] 

won a greater victory, for it conquered itself and its belief in the justice of 

might.ò 

The last sentence is the enemyôs vindication of the Allied cause. Above all 

our songs of thanksgiving and paeaons [sic] of praise for victory, that 
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testimony of the German Chancellorôs sounds out as the transcendent note of 

victory. The greatest victory of the war is not that we should have conquered 

Germany, but that Germany should have conquered herself and her belief 

that ñmight is right.ò It is the surest guarantee for the future peace of 

mankind. 

And so we do well to thank God with unrestrained hearts, remembering all 

the way in which He has led us, and now, for the great deliverance which He 

has vouchsafed to the world. Still more, let us thank Him for the greater 

victories, the spiritual victories, which are to follow, and for which He has so 

wonderfully prepared the way. And beyond all, let us pray that every one of 

us ï individuals as well as nations ï may be found worthy of the sacred trust 

which has come with this greatest day in history.2 

Another service, scheduled to coincide with the official celebrations, was 

conducted later that month. 

QUEENSLAND. 

CITY TABERNACLE (Rev. W. G. Pope). 

In the programme for the armistice celebrations in Brisbane on the 29th and 

30th November, provision had been made for thanksgiving services in the 

churches, early on Friday morning, before the great procession, and it was 

thought by many that the engagements would clash, so as to render public 

worship scarcely practicable. Some of the churches refused, on that account, 

to announce any meeting for the occasion. However, the Baptists were loath 

to let the occasion go by without some attempt to fall in with the 

arrangements, which had been made, it seems, without consulting any of the 

religious bodies. Accordingly the President, who is also pastor of the City 

Tabernacle, arranged for a public gathering in the church at 9 oôclock in the 

morning, the public procession being fixed for 10.30 a.m. At the appointed 

hour there was a fairly large number of persons present, representing most of 

our city and suburban churches, in addition to members of the Tabernacle. It 

had been arranged as a fitting opportunity to inaugurate the flagstaff which 

had been erected in a commanding position on the eastern corner of the 

church, and accordingly a squad of Boy Scouts, under Mr. McLaughlan, with 

drums and bugles, had been invited to attend for the purpose of saluting the 

Union Jack. The flag had been run up to the mast-head with a turn of the 

signal halliard round it, and as soon as the salute had been blown by the 

buglers, the President, with a smart jerk of the cord, unfurled the handsome 

flag to the breeze. This was the signal for the singing of the National Anthem 

by the congregation, who stood outside the church to witness the ceremony. 

Then all went inside, and thanksgiving was expressed in sacred song and in 

                                                      
2
 The Australian Baptist, 12 November 1918, p. 6. 
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prayer, the Te Deum from Jacksonôs Service in F being heartily sung by the 

whole congregation. Miriamôs song, from Exodus 15, was read responsively 

by people and pastor, and no more appropriate words could well have been 

chosen. The service was limited to three-quarters of an hour; but Mr. Pope 

found time for a few telling words, based on the significance of the British 

flag just hoisted, with its crosses, symbolic of the Great Sacrifice on Calvary; 

nor were the heroic sacrifices of our brave Australian troops allowed to pass 

without fitting recognition. ñGod bless our Native Land,ò set to the tune of 

the National Anthem, was followed by the Benediction, and the service came 

to a close. Mr. Percy Briar, organist of the City Tabernacle, presided at the 

instrument.3 

By July 1919, the City Tabernacle pastor was able to write in his annual report to 

the church: 

PASTORôS LETTER. 

DEAR FELLOW MEMBERS, For three years we have laboured together in 

the bonds of unity in spite of the adverse circumstances of the world. To-day, 

as far as British people are concerned, the arms of strife are rapidly being 

laid aside and our eyes are once again turned to the ordinary lot of man. The 

War has awakened the Churches to see the need for greater co-operation and 

intense concentration. As a city Church of Brisbane, we fain would rise to 

our responsibilities and opportunities. Personally, I would say thank you 

heartily for all your kindly love expressed to me and mine as your pastor é 

We believe He will come to reign. Perfect Peace will only prevail when He 

the Prince of Peace takes His place in the hearts and lives of kings and 

people. 

Very heartily Yours, 

W. G. POPE.4 

The church secretary wrote: 

HISTORICAL REVIEW 

The year just closed will be noted for three special events, two calling for 

joyfulness and one for depression. On November l1th, 1918 an Armistice, 

and June 28th, 1919 the Peace Treaty in connection with the Worldôs 

Greatest War were signed and on May, 1919 a Proclamation necessitated by 

the Influenza epidemic was issued by the State Government é 

Owing to the Armistice practically the whole of the Australian troops have 

been withdrawn from the seat of war, and before this is in your hands all 

those in whom we are specially interested will have returned. No further 

                                                      
3
 The Australian Baptist, 10 December 1918, p. 10. 

4
 City Tabernacle, Year Book, 1918ï1919, p. 5. 
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casualties are to be reported, but some of the returned heroes will need 

special treatment and tender care for a long time. 

Again, we extend to the families of those who have fallen or suffered and 

have been injured in any shape or form our sincerest sympathy. 

The honor board list is the same as last year é 

JNO. C. KEITH, Secretary. 

 

Y.P.S.C.E. 

It is pleasing to see the numbers of old Endeavourers rejoining us on their 

return from the war with a desire to again take part in the C.E. [Christian 

Endeavour], which no doubt they often thought of during the terrible 

experiences through which they have passed. 

JOHN SYDNEY JOHNSON, Secretary. 

Many of the servicemen were not discharged until July, August or September 

1919. For those who returned, the disruption caused by up to four and a half 

yearsô engagement between enlisting and being discharged, varied considerably. 

For some, it meant major changes in career path or vocation, while others 

appeared to have carried on as though little had changed, resuming their former 

occupations as though nothing had happened apart from the interruption. Some 

appeared to have renewed relationships and in some cases married former close 

friends, while many remained bachelors, despite the imbalance in the numbers of 

men and women due to the casualties of war. Many started or added to their 

families. 

Twenty of the servicemen and women remained members of the City Tabernacle 

after the war. Six men who had not been in membership before the war joined 

soon after their return. Others continued their association with the church without 

becoming members. 

If further evidence is required of the failure of the war to bring about a lasting 

peace, we need look no further than the City Tabernacleôs Roll of Honour which 

lists 78 men and women who served with the Australian forces in World War II. 

A further five were listed in the City Tabernacle Year Book of 1946ï47 but not 

included on the Roll of Honour. Of these, seven were closely related to the 

servicemen and women whose service is described in the following pages. Leslie 

G Cooksley was a cousin of William Cooksley. Robert F England and Joyce 

England were the son and daughter-in-law of John (Ted) England. Lloyd A Kent 

was a son of Reuben Kent. Douglas N Praeger and Eric N Praeger were grandsons 

of Alexander Ross. John Mactaggart was the son of Marjorie Mactaggart (née 

Wilson) who was killed in World War II. Alan J Slaughter was also killed in 

action in World War II. 
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Part 1 ð by David Driver 

Herrington, Edward Guy, the first serviceman to enlist 

Edward was born in Wandsworth, London on 5 November 1891, the son of 

Robert and Sarah Herrington. It seems likely that his father died in 1897, aged 49 

and his mother died in 1899, aged 51, leaving him an orphan at seven years of 

age. In 1901 he was living in an institution in Maldon, Essex. He was living at 3 

Aylmer Road on 12 October 1903 when he was enrolled in Wendell Park School. 

He left school on 27 February 1904 having previously attended Great Wild Street 

School. 

Edward arrived in Brisbane from Liverpool on 13 March 1911 on board the 

Essex, aged 20, as an assisted immigrant. He was baptised and became a member 

of the City Tabernacle in 1911ï12 and was a member of the Christian Endeavour. 

He was living in Chalk Street, Wooloowin in 1913, working as a salesman. 

On 27 August 1914 Edward was still living in Chalk Street at the time of his 

enlistment in the AIF, 3rd Brigade Field Artillery, aged 24 years. He was the first 

[male] member or adherent of the City Tabernacle to enlist.1 His next-of-kin was 

his sister, Mrs Florence Mary Worsley, of Hornsey, Middlesex, England. He was 

a fitter and had done a two-year apprenticeship with James Brown in London, 

England. 

At enlistment, Edward was described as 174cm tall, weighing 67kg. He had a 

97cm chest, dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair. He gave his religion as 

óC of Eô, which is strange given that he was still listed on the membership list of 

the City Tabernacle in 1914ï15. 

Edward embarked for service from Brisbane on board the Rangatira on 25 

September 1914 with the rank of Gunner and served in the 12th Field Artillery 

Brigade. He was part of the 1st Division raised at Enoggera in Brisbane and took 

part in the Gallipoli landing. His unit was heavily involved in establishing and 

defending the front line of the Anzac beachhead. After withdrawal from Gallipoli, 

his unit was added to the 47th Battalion. In September 1915, he was hospitalised 

at the Cardiff  General Hospital with an ulcerated keratitis (cornea). 

From August to October 1917, Edward was in Rouelles (France) and was 

involved in the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge. Wilfred Price Simmonds was killed 

in action in this battle.  

                                                      
1
 Refer to Part 2, Madeline Alice Kendall Wilson, where she is recorded as the first to  

  enlist. 
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From October to November 1917, he was in the field at Le Havre, France. In 

November 1916, he was admitted to Fargo Military Hospital in Larkhill, 

Birmingham with influenza. From December to January 1918, he was a gunner in 

Belgium. In February 1918 he was again admitted to hospital, in Fulham, with 

dyspepsia (ulcer). He then had six months leave in France and returned to 

Australia on the Prince George in October 1918, arriving in November 1918. 

After the war, he returned to the same address in Wooloowin. 

Edward Harrington married Dorothea May Saunders on 30 July 1921. He worked 

as a farmer and lived at Glasshouse Mountains between 1925 and 1943. It is 

likely that he received a soldier settler land grant. He was a storekeeper in 

Mapleton in 1949 before resuming farming in Buderim in the 1950s.  

Dorothea was working as a dressmaker, although probably not full time, in 1928. 

She was re-elected as President of the Glasshouse Mountains Presbyterian Church 

Womenôs Guild in 1937, and in 1940 was elected vice-president of the 

Glasshouse branch of the Comforts Fund. 

Edward was an ardent advocate and spokesman for the fruit growers of the 

district, frequently writing letters to the editor in support of their cause. 

FRUIT INDUSTRYôS PROBLEM 

Growerôs Marketing Suggestions 

ñYour articles on the sorry plight of Queensland fruit growers are, 

unfortunately, only too true,ò writes Mr. E.G. Herrington of Glass House 

Mountains. ñThe conditions are very difficult to remedy, but the Committee 

of Direction of Fruit Marketing, if it would only take its courage in both 

hands, could effect a marked improvement.ò 

Referring to óAgricolaôsô article on the position of the citrus industry, Mr. 

Herrington writes: ñYou have hardly painted the picture black enough. A 

man who can maintain a citrus orchard of 500 trees in good condition with 

only l½ tons of fertiliser would be difficult to find.2  

Edward was one of the key organisers involved in fundraising to build a 

Presbyterian Church at Glasshouse Mountains. He became Secretary of the 

Building Committee and spoke at the stump-capping ceremony in May 1939. 

When the church was opened in July 1939 by the Moderator of the Presbyterian 

Church in Queensland in the presence of a large crowd, he was called on to give a 

history of the effort involved in building the church. He was reported to have said 

the intention had been to build a cool, airy and well-ventilated building to meet 

the Queensland climatic conditions.3 

                                                      
2
 The Courier-Mail, Monday 26 November 1934, p. 17.  

3
 The Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser, Friday 19 May 1939, p. 7. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/35651482?searchTerm=%22E%20G%20Herrington%22&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/35651482?searchTerm=%22E%20G%20Herrington%22&searchLimits=
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/35651482?searchTerm=%22E%20G%20Herrington%22&searchLimits=
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Appearing before the Fruit and Vegetable Royal Commission in 1944, 

Edward Guy Herrington, fruit grower, Glasshouse Mountains, said in his 

district, growers felt that improved rail transport and unloading facilities 

were needed. Usually one truck of goods was filled from Glasshouse daily, 

and some from the other stations all along the lines enough to warrant a 

special train. An approach had been made through the local association to the 

C.O.D., but that was an organisation very hard to shake. 

Mr. Justice Philp (Chairman): The C.O.D. is C.O.D., not G.O.D. Has the 

local association tried approaching the Commissioner for Railways? 

Herrington: Not on this matter, but on others, but we never had any luck. 

Herrington said that his return for the year was £200. About 70 per cent of 

growers in his district were similarly circumstanced. He agreed with the 

chairman that he was ñnot as well off as a labourer on the basic wageò. Some 

growers, however, were very much better off of late years.4 

Edward was vice-president of the North Coast and Mary Valley Council of 

Progress Associations in 1951. He frequently wrote letters to the editors of local 

and state newspapers on a range of subjects, often in relation to local government 

matters such as beach erosion, road works, and water supply. 

MAPLETON BUSINESS CHANGE 

Mr. E. G. Herrington, who has conducted the Mapleton store business for the 

past three years, has disposed of his interests é Mr. and Mrs. Herrington 

will take up residence on Buderim, where they have purchased a residential 

property é  

Associated with various public bodies, and having represented the Mapleton 

Association on the North Coast and Mary Valley Association, Mr. 

Herrington will, no doubt, find new avenues for his activities in the Buderim 

community. He was in the forefront in the launching of the Mapleton flower 

show é and also a great advocate for a water supply scheme for the district.5 

On 4 January 1953, he was a passenger on the GympieïBrisbane express which 

crashed into the rear of another train at Eagle Junction injuring 11 persons. 

Dorothea was president of the Buderim Branch of the CWA from 1951 until 

1954. It was in this capacity that she was invited to a reception for Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

Edward and Dorothea had two sons, Robert Edward (1922ï2001) who enlisted in 

World War II. Robert was a research worker in Canberra in 1949. In 1954 he was 

the officer in charge of the Scone Research Station of the New South Wales Soil 

                                                      
4
 The Courier-Mail, Wednesday 15 March 1944, p. 4. 

5
 The Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser, Friday 9 September 1949, p. 9. 
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Conservation Service. Their second son was Maurice George (1926ï97) who 

remained in Buderim, where he was President of the Buderim Community Centre 

Tennis Club. On his headstone, his parents are referred to as Ted and Dorry. 

In 1954 Edward was the noxious weed supervisor for Maroochy Council, 

secretary of the Buderim Bowling Club, and honorary secretary of the Buderim 

Cemetery Trust. 

Regret was expressed at a meeting of the Buderim Bowling Clubôs 

committee at the resignation of Mr. E.G. Herrington, who has held the office 

of secretary since the inception. The meeting, in accepting Mr. Herringtonôs 

resignation, referred to the valuable work performed by him. 

Mr. H.K. Howes (president), in voicing his appreciation, said that the 

advance in organisation and works carried out were largely due to Mr. 

Herringtonôs interest and enthusiasm, and he regretted that he was unable to 

continue in the active work as secretary.6 

Edward died on 26 April 1957 and was buried in Buderim Lawn Cemetery. His 

obituary states: 

Mr E.G. HERRINGTON 

Following a period of indifferent health, Mr Edward Guy Herrington of 

Buderim passed away in the Nambour District Hospital on Friday evening at 

the age of 66 years. He came to Australia from England as a youth, and 

served with the 3rd Australian Brigade (Artillery) at the Gallipoli landing. 

On his return, he engaged in farming at Glasshouse Mountains for 27 years 

and also conducted a storekeeping business at Mapleton. 

The late Mr Herrington was employed as a noxious weeds inspector by the 

Maroochy Shire Council until his state of health compelled his retirement 

last year. 

Surviving him are his widow and two sons Messrs M. and R.G. Herrington 

(New South Wales).7 

Dorothea died on 11 June 1988 and was also buried in Buderim Lawn Cemetery. 

  

                                                      
6
 The Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser, Friday 26 December 1952, p. 7. 

7
 The Nambour Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser, Friday, May 3 1957, p. 17. 
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Lind, Colin; and Lind, Robert Houston, the first to be 
killed in action  

Colin Lind 

Colin was born on 6 October 1874 at Abbey Paisley, Renfrew, Scotland, the son 

of Robert and Mary Lind. In 1901 he gave his occupation as coal salesman. 

He married Mary Dyer Houston on 27 April 1894, in Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire, 

Scotland. Mary was born on 19 August 1874 in Kilbarchan, Scotland, the 

daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Houston. In 1910 they left London in April and 

arrived in Brisbane in June aboard 

the Perthshire with their five 

children, Robert Houston (1894ï

1915), Andrew (1895ï1977), 

Mary Rea (1896ï1977), Elizabeth 

Walsh (1901ï81), and Agnes 

Kollmar (1903ï49). Their 

children were aged 15, 13, 11, 10 

and 6. Colin gave his occupation 

as farm labourer.  

They had two more children after 

arriving in Brisbane: Jenny 

(1911ï2005) and Colina (1917ï

2000). There is some uncertainty 

about whether Andrew may have 

been adopted. He was not living 

with Colin and Mary at the time of 

the 1901 census and was not in the 

family portrait (shown on the 

right), taken in about 1905. 

Colin and Mary became members 

of the City Tabernacle in 1910ï11 

on transfer. They were in 

membership when Colin enlisted but were removed from the roll in 1928ï29 after 

they had moved to the outer suburbs of Brisbane. Their daughter Mary also 

became a member in 1914ï15 following her baptism and remained in 

membership following her marriage, although her husband was not a member. 

She ceased to be a member, probably due to transfer, in 1926ï27. None of their 

other children became members of the City Tabernacle. 

 

Colin & Mary Lind with Robert, Mary, 

Elizabeth and Agnes, c1905 
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The family moved frequently, living at Beatrice Street, Paddington (1913ï17) and 

óGlentyanô, Charlotte Street, Paddington (1921ï23) while Colin was a storeman. 

They moved to óKilbarchanô, Margaret Street, Manly Qld in 1924 when Colin 

was a labourer. They moved to Kelsey Street, Coorparoo (1929) and Stanley 

Street, East Coorparoo (1934) when Colin variously described himself as a 

waterside worker or wharf labourer. 

During World War I, Colin served as a munition worker in England from 

December 1917 until his return in July 1919. 

The Roll of Honour shows him as killed in 

action. This is incorrect. 

Colin died on 25 June 1937, and Mary died on 

15 February 1967, both in Brisbane. 

Robert Houston Lind, the first to be 
killed in action 

Robert Houston Lind, the son of Colin Lind 

(above), was born in Kilbarchan, Scotland in 

1895 and migrated to Brisbane with his 

parents in 1910. He had qualified as a 

plumber when he enlisted to serve on 30 

September 1914, less than two months after 

Australia entered the war on 4 August 1914. 

The reason for initially nominating his mother 

of Beatrice Street, Paddington Qld as next-of-

kin is unknown. This was later changed to name 

his father of Charlotte Street as next-of-kin.  

In August 1920 the Officer in Charge of base 

records wrote to Mary.  

Dear Madam, 

It is noted that you are registered on the 

records of the late No 615 Private R.H. 

Lind, 15th Battalion, as next of kin, but, 

in order that the file may be brought up to 

date, it is desired to learn whether the 

above named has any nearer blood 

relations than yourself living. If so, I 

shall be obliged if you will furnish me 

with their names and addresses in the 

following order of relationship. Thanking 

 

Robert Houston Lind 

 
Robert Houston Lind 
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you in anticipation of the favour of an early reply. 

Both his parents signed the letter granting permission for him to enlist. He had 16 

monthsô service in the artillery in Brisbane prior to enlisting. 

At enlistment, aged 19, he gave his religion as Presbyterian. 

After being based at Enoggera barracks, he was shipped by train to Melbourne 

where he joined the 15th Infantry Battalion. While in Melbourne, he was reported 

on one occasion as being absent without leave (late for roll call). He embarked 

aboard the Ceramic in December 1914. TW Ham travelled to the front on the 

same vessel. 

He understood that he was sailing to England to join the war in Europe but, after 

Britain determined to seek to capture the Dardanelles in Turkey, the troop ships 

were diverted to Egypt where they trained in the desert for several months. 

During these months, Lindôs younger sister Mary was baptised and brought into 

membership of the City Tabernacle. 

At 2.00 pm on 25 April 1915, Lindôs 15th Battalion landed on the beach at Anzac 

Cove, making them some of the very original Anzacs. He survived the fighting 

until the Battle of Lone Pine where he was killed on 8 August 1915. The battle 

has been described as follows: 

One of the most famous 

assaults of the Gallipoli 

campaign, the Battle of Lone 

Pine was originally intended 

as a diversion from attempts 

by New Zealand and 

Australian units to force a 

breakout from the ANZAC 

perimeter on the heights of 

Chunuk Bair and Hill 971. The 

Lone Pine attack, launched by 

the 1st Brigade AIF in the late 

afternoon of 6 August 1915 

pitched Australian forces 

against formidable entrenched Turkish positions, sections of which were 

securely roofed over with pine logs. In some instances, the attackers had to 

break in through the roof of the trench systems in order to engage the 

defenders. The main Turkish trench was taken within 20 minutes of the 

initial charge but this was the prelude to 4 days of intense hand-to-hand 

Battle of Lone Pine (AWM) 
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fighting, resulting in over 2,000 Australian casualties.1 

Initially, on 8 August, he was reported as missing. This was changed to ókilled in 

actionô on 18 August. 

This was the battle depicted in Peter Weirôs 1981 film Gallipoli. He is one of 

3,268 ANZAC soldiers whose bodies were never recovered, so there is no known 

grave. Their names, however, are recorded on the Lone Pine Memorial at 

Gallipoli and on the Wall of Remembrance at the Australian War Memorial in 

Canberra. 

The Army commissioned the Red Cross to investigate all soldiers missing 

presumed dead, as identification of their bodies was not possible. The report of 

the Red Cross inquiry, which is included in Robertôs war record, states: 

Lind and witness were in the same section. They were in the charge on 

8th August. Lind was shot in the shoulder going over the first gully in the 

charge. He became paralyzed, could not move. Pte. W. Walsh, A Coy. 

15th Battalion, tried to get Lind in, but Walshôs leg was smashed, and he 

could do nothing. The first words witness heard after the charge was that 

ñpoor old Lind was done for. He must have diedò. Pte. C. Nash of A Coy. 

15th Battalion and Walsh both spoke to witness about Lind.2  

Robert Lind was 20 years and 7 months when he died. He was the first of the 

eleven City Tabernacle servicemen killed in action in the Great War. The fact that 

he was wounded and missing was first reported in The Queenslander on 25 

September 1915. A cable had been sent, presumably to his mother as next-of-kin 

on 5 September 1915. It is not known when his mother was advised of his death. 

It is possible that news of his death may have prompted the spike in the number of 

enlistments from other members of the church, mentioned previously. 

He was awarded the 1914ï15 Star, British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

The Roll of Honour does not include him in the servicemen who were killed in 

action. It gave this honour to his father Colin by mistake. 

His mother was granted a pension of £26 p.a. 

His personal effects consisting of a safety razor, shaving brush, razor strap, 

tobacco pouch, match box, and money belt were sent to his mother in September 

1916. His father received his memorial scroll and the Kingôs message in August 

1921. His Victory Medal wasnôt received until October 1922. 

                                                      
1
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2
 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=8203374, 

accessed 25 August 2018. 
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Bell, William Stewart MM 

William was born on 26 October 1893 at Sandgate, the eldest son of William and 

Elizabeth Bell who were married in the Bald Hills Presbyterian Church by Rev J 

Stewart, Elizabethôs brother, in 1889. The Bell family had migrated and settled in 

Sydney before 1840. Williamôs grandmother, Mary Amelia Grimes, was the sister 

of William Douglas Grimes Snr, the grandfather of Alister Bailey Grimes whose 

details are given elsewhere.  

Williamôs father, Mr WH Bell, was a solicitor in Fitzroy Chambers, Adelaide 

Street, Brisbane; was a deacon of the City Tabernacle; and was Honorary Legal 

Advisor to the Baptist Association of Queensland. Williamôs mother was also a 

member of the City Tabernacle in 1911. She died in 1947. Williamôs father died 

in 1937. 

Mr. William Henry Bell, of Auchenflower, died at his home early yesterday 

morning at the age of 74. He was born in Brisbane, and was educated at the 

Brisbane Grammar School. He had the distinction of being a solicitor of the 

Supreme Court for 50 years, and when he was admitted his father was 

Registrar. He was Mayor of Sandgate three times, and had a keen insight into 

local authority matters. He was a foundation member of the old Norman 

Masonic Lodge, and was a member of Jubilee Lodge. 

Mr. Bell was honorary solicitor for a number of religious and charitable 

bodies, and was associated for over 23 years with the Baptist Union in that 

capacity. A staunch ambulance supporter, he had been chairman of the 

committee of the parent centre é 

He is survived by his widow and three daughters. His son, Mr. W.S. Bell, 

died two years ago as a result of war service.1 

William Stewart Bell became a member of the City Tabernacle in 1912 and 

remained in membership until his death. He was a member of the Christian 

Endeavour Society in 1916ï17. 

In 1915 he was living with his parents and sisters Evelyn (1890ï) and Nellie at óSt 

Aidanôs, Gray Road, Brisbane South. He had two other sisters, Florence (1898ï

1980) and Amy (1892ï1964), and a brother Clifford (1907ï08). Florence married 

Burt Sault who also enlisted and was a member of the City Tabernacle. 

William enlisted in the Army on 15 February 1915, stating he was 21 years of age 

and living at Sandgate. He had served a three-year apprenticeship and was 

employed as an engineering assistant. He nominated his father as next-of-kin. He 

                                                      
1
 The Courier-Mail, Monday 15 November 1937, p. 14. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/37903384?searchTerm=%22Mr%20W%20S%20Bell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/37903384?searchTerm=%22Mr%20W%20S%20Bell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/37903384?searchTerm=%22Mr%20W%20S%20Bell%22&searchLimits=l-state=Queensland


Bell, William Stewart MM 39 

 

Stretcher bearers on the Western Front (AWM) 

was described as 171cm tall, weighing 59kg. He had an 84cm chest; fair 

complexion, brown hair; brown eyes. He gave his religion as Presbyterian. 

William left Australia in May 1915 and disembarked at Gallipoli in September 

1915. He later served in Malta, Alexandria and France in the 7th Field 

Ambulance. He was hospitalised on several occasions with health problems such 

as influenza, bronchitis and trench feet. He was wounded at Gallipoli and again in 

France. He was promoted to lance corporal in September 1917. 

Given the conditions in 

which the ambulance men 

were working, it is not 

surprising that he suffered 

the health problems 

described. They were often 

working in ankle-deep mud 

and unable to defend 

themselves while retrieving 

wounded servicemen from 

the front lines. 

William and a fellow 

member of the 7th Field 

Ambulance (Private Joseph 

Elliott) were each awarded the Military Medal for an action in France on 26 

August 1916. The citation for the award reads:  

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty as stretcher bearers attached 

to the 21st Battalion at Mouquet Farm, during the attack 

on 26 August 1916. These men carried out their 

dangerous duty under continuous heavy fire in the open, 

and were able to bring in many men whose service 

would otherwise have been lost to the force. Their 

conduct is worthy of the highest praise.2 

Private Bell was presented with his MM by Lt-Gen Sir 

William Birdwood on 8 September 1916.  

Mr and Mrs WH Bell, received a cablegram from their son, 

Private WS Bell, notifying that he had been awarded the 

Military Medal. William was also awarded the 1914ï15 Star, 

the British War Medal, and the Victory Medal. 
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William returned to Australia and was discharged from the AIF in Brisbane in 

July 1919. He returned to his parentsô home where his sister Amy was also living. 

HOME AGAIN. 

THE KASHMIRôS CONTINGENT MEN LANDED ON SATURDAY. 

The troops from H.M.T.S. Kashmir were landed at Kangaroo Point Hospital 

on Saturday morning. The Beaver, with Major Jackson, lady helpers from the 

Red Cross Kitchen, and the A.A.R. Band on board, left at an early hour for 

Lytton, where the men embarked for town. On the trip up they were regaled 

with refreshments. The Beaver reached the wharf at Kangaroo Point at 11 

oôclock, and, notwithstanding the fact that rain was falling heavily, were 

welcomed by a large gathering of relatives and friends. His Excellency the 

Governor, Lady Goold-Adams, and the State Commandant (Brigadier 

General Irving) at once boarded the Beaver, and his Excellency, in 

welcoming the men home, said he was there, as his Majestyôs representative, 

to join with their kith and kin, and the citizens of Brisbane and Queensland, 

to extend to them a hearty welcome. He congratulated the men on their 

glorious deeds and safe return. Many of them had suffered injuries, but he 

hoped they would soon be restored to health. He expressed the hope that the 

efforts to secure a lasting peace would be successful. His Excellency then 

called for cheers, for the men, which were heartily given é 

The troops then disembarked, and as they crossed the gangway were simply 

besieged by their relatives. There were many emotional reunions, and, after 

these were over, the men proceeded to quarters, where arrangements were 

immediately made for the release of those who were anxious to go with their 

relatives and friends. 

There were 191 all told, including four officers and one sister ï Sister E 

Puller ï from France. The men were looking remarkably well, and their 

excellent behaviour in camp was highly spoken of by the officials and the 

Red Cross and Y.M.C.A. attendants. Some had distinguished themselves in 

battle, gaining the Military Medal and the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

These included é Private W.S. Bell, M.M. 7th Field Ambulance. 

The men state that they had a splendid voyage and that there was no 

sickness.3 

William married Lilian Emily Williams on 16 November 1921. Lilian was also 

born in 1893 in Brisbane. They were living in Orleigh Terrace, Kurilpa in 1925 

and moved to the corner of Lloyd and Stewart Streets, Enoggera between 1925 

and 1928. 

William was a member of the City Tabernacle in 1921 when they married, but 

Lilian did not come into membership. 

                                                      
3
 The Brisbane Courier, Monday 5 May 1919, p. 9. 
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William Bell died at his home at 174 Samford Road, Enoggera on 17 April 1935, 

aged 41 years, and was cremated at Mt Thomson Crematorium. He left a widow, 

Lilian, and three young daughters Joyce (Thompson), Dorothy (Schlecht), and 

Patricia Bell. Lil ian applied for a war pension following his passing and remained 

in their home in Samson Road. His death was attributed to his war injuries. 

BELL ï Ark of Safety Lodge, No. 14. P.A.F.S.O.A. ï Officers and Members 

of the above Lodge are invited to attend the Funeral of their deceased 

Brother, William Stewart Bell.4 

 

                                                      
4
 The Courier-Mail, Thursday 18 April 1935, p. 1. 
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Bissett, William Herbert Roy 

Roy, as he was commonly known, was born in Charters Towers on 14 June 1890, 

the son of Matthew and Isabella Bissett. Matthew and Isabella arrived in 

Townsville from Glasgow aboard the Scottish Lassie in 1883 with their three 

daughters Johanna (1874ï1921), Elizabeth (1871ï1945) and Lily (1876ï1953).  

Roy attended Mr T Martinôs Grammar School in Charters Towers. At the end of 

Class IV in 1903, he was awarded first prize in grammar, geography, writing, 

reading and exercises, and second prize in mental arithmetic, arithmetic, 

composition, and mapping. 

In 1909, at the distribution of prizes of the United Baptist Sunday Schools, Roy, 

who attended the Manners Street Baptist Sunday School, was awarded first prize 

in Mr A Howellôs class and a special prize from Miss Costello for best boy. 

In 1913 Roy was working as a grocer and his father was a carpenter. His parents 

died in 1913 and 1916. It appears that Roy may have left Charters Towers by late 

1915 as he was included in a ólist of enrolled Electors who appear to be ñDeadò, 

ñLeftò, or ñDisq.ò and whose names it is proposed to omit from the Roll of the 

abovenamed Electoral Districts [Charters Towers, Queenton and Kennedy]. Dated 

at Charters Towers this first day of September, 1916ô.1 

Royôs involvement with the City Tabernacle is unknown, although he was listed 

on the electoral role as living at the YMCA in Turbot Street, working as a grocer 

in 1919. Given its proximity, he may have attended the church briefly between 

leaving Charters Towers and enlisting. 

When he enlisted in the AIF on 29 April 1918, Roy gave his address as C/ï H.H. 

[Horace Herbert] Shaw, Pyrites Road, Charters Towers. In 1919 his sister Lily 

also gave her address as c/ï Shaw, Day Dawn Ridge, Charters Towers. Horace 

Shaw was Williamôs and Lilyôs brother-in-law, having married their sister 

Elizabeth in 1892. 

Roy was described as 178cm tall and weighing 64kg. He had an 86cm chest, fair 

complexion, blue eyes and fair hair. He gave his religion as Baptist. 

He embarked from Sydney on the Orontes in June 1918 and disembarked in 

Liverpool in August. He served with the 9th Battalion and the 1st Australian 

Training Division in France and was returned to Australia and discharged from 

the AIF in September 1919. He was awarded the 1914ï15 Star, the British War 

Medal and the Victory Medal. 

                                                      
1
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He married Lily Hardie in 1925. Her parents were Peter and Maggie Hardie. At 

the time of the wedding, Lilyôs mother was their only surviving parent. 

BISSETTïHARDIE. 

At the Park Presbyterian Church, South Brisbane, on January 31, the 

marriage was celebrated of Mr. William Herbert Roy Bissett (late of the 

A.I.F., and now of Mossman, North Queensland, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 

Bissett, of Charters Towers) and Miss Lillie Cooper Hardie (daughter of the 

late Mr. Peter Hardie, and of Mrs. Hardie, Hope Street, South Brisbane). The 

Rev. James Walker (of St. Paulôs Presbyterian Church, and formerly of 

Charters Towers) officiated. The church had been prettily decorated for the 

occasion by girl friends of the bride, a handsome wedding bell being 

suspended over the bridal couple é During the signing of the register, the 

solo, ñA Song of Thanksgivingò, was sung by Mrs. F. L. G. Rabbets, the 

accompanist being the church organist, Mr. Roach, who later played ñThe 

Wedding Marchò é Among the numerous presents received was a crystal 

water set from the teachers of the Park Presbyterian Sunday School, with 

which the bride had been connected for a number of years é After spending 

the week-end at the sea-side, Mr. and Mrs. Bissett left by the Townsville 

mail train en route to the Barron Falls and Mossman, where they will reside 

in future.2  

In 1925 Roy was working as a labourer in Mossman, but they had moved back to 

Brisbane by 1928.  

They were living in Sherwood Road, Toowong in 1936ï38 and Roy was then a 

storekeeper. In 1940 he enlisted in the Citizen Military Forces. 

In 1943 he was a storeman and they were living in Barton Street, Rainworth. 

They had moved to 51 High Street, Toowong by 1949. 

Roy died at the Royal Brisbane Hospital on 14 May 1952 and was buried in 

Dutton Park Cemetery. Funeral notices were published by his family, the 

Toowong Lodge of the United Grand Lodge Queensland, and the Toowong Sub-

branch of the Returned Sailorsô Soldiersô and Airmenôs Imperial League of 

Australia. 

After Williamôs death, Lily moved to Greenslopes and died in Queensland in 

1961. 
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Bramley, William James 

William was born in Rugby, Warwickshire, England. There is uncertainty, 

however, about his year of birth. He may have been born in 1868 in Rugby which 

would make him 10 years older than the date he gave on his enlistment, or maybe 

he is being confused with someone who has an identical name, place of birth, 

occupation as a fireman, and whose fatherôs name is the same as his fatherôs 

name. From English Census records, there is such a person (aged 2) whose father, 

James Bramley was a coal carter and his mother was Martha J Hague. He had a 

younger brother, John F Bramley and they were living in Rugby in 1871. Later, 

William, at age 22, was living in Leicestershire, working as a fireman. This may 

be him but his birth date would have been c1868. It is possible that he lied about 

his age when he enlisted (this was not an uncommon occurrence, although in most 

cases it would be soldiers who said that they were older than they really were, not 

younger). 

In 1916ï17 William became a member of the City Tabernacle. He was already a 

member of Brisbane Menôs Own PSA (Pleasant Sunday Afternoon) Brotherhood. 

The PSA held weekly meetings with the aims of Bible study, fellowship and 

evangelism. The City Tabernacle Year Book 1916ï1917 stated: 

We are sorry, and yet glad, that three of our brothers have seen fit to enlist 

in the A.I.F., and are now somewhere abroad fighting our battles, one of 

whom is brother W.J.F. Cooksley, our Secretary, and another, Bro. 

Bramley, both of whom were good workers, and are sadly missed. We pray 

to God to bring them safely back to us again.1 

William enlisted in the AIF on 22 December 

1916 and gave his birthplace as Rugby, 

England, and said his age was 38 years and 

seven months, which makes his year of birth 

1878. Initially he was assigned to the 4th 

Railway Unit, but in France he was 

transferred to the Australian Broad-Gauge 

Railway Operations Unit, in a non-combat 

role. 

At enlistment William had a scar on his left 

shin and gave his religion as Baptist. 

At the time he was living at 426 Upper 

Edward Street Brisbane, which was the 

                                                      
1
 City Tabernacle, Year Book 1916ï1917, p. 24. 
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former Pastorôs manse next to the City Tabernacle. This was during the period 

when the manse was leased and run as a boarding house. He was a single man 

who worked for the Queensland Railways at Enoggera. He had no family in 

Australia, so he listed his friend, Mr Robert Horn, as his next-of-kin. Rev Horn 

was the Pastor of the Fairfield Baptist Church. 

William was shipped overseas to France from Melbourne via Southampton in 

1917 and served as a Sergeant in the engineering division driving railway engines 

for the duration of the war. He was admonished or severely reprimanded on three 

occasions: once for returning late from leave, once for reporting late for duty, and 

on the third occasion, for neglecting to get his engine out on time. On the first two 

occasions, he forfeited one-dayôs pay.  

His service documents show that, before returning to Australia he married a 

widow, Sarah Sewell, at the Church of St John the Baptist in Knighton, 

Leicestershire, England in May 1919. On the marriage record his age is given as 

25 years and his father was James Bramley, a carter. His wife is shown as a 39-

year-old widow. She was the daughter of Samuel Perkins and the widow of Philip 

Sewell. If Williamôs correct age had been recorded on the extract of marriage 

certificate, he would have been 41 years old (or 51 if he had lied about his age at 

enlistment). The extract of marriage document has errors. The date of marriage 

(22/5/93) and the date of the production of the extract (13/5/19) are obviously 

reversed. It could then be conceived that the typist made a similar mistake when 

typing Williamôs age as 25 instead of 52. This age would concur with English 

census records (with an acceptable tolerance) and means he lied about his age on 

enlistment. 

William returned to Australia in November 1919 aboard the Aeneas, disembarked 

14 January 1920, and was discharged on 22 January 1920. He was awarded the 

1914ï15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

William remained in membership of the City Tabernacle until 1920ï21. He may 

have been one of the five members removed from the roll by erasure in 1921ï22, 

possibly as a result of his involvement in the Seventh Day Adventist Church. 

William married Agnes Selina Cozens on 16 April 1929. He was living with 

Agnes at 179 Kale Street, Petrie Terrace at the time of his death in April 1940.2 It 

is not known what happened to his first wife, Sarah. 

 

                                                      
2
 Personal communications, Janine Armstrong and Glen Cozens. 
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Bremner, George Alexander Fraser 

George was born in 1894 in Inverness, Scotland. By 1901 the family had 

relocated to Glasgow. He arrived with his parents Alexander and Mary Bremner, 

and siblings Sophia Mathie (1887ï1965), Jessie Duckworth (1891ï1950), Mary 

Baldwin (1895ï1963), and Alexander (1910ï) in Brisbane on S.S. Ayrshire in 

April 1911 as assisted migrants. George was aged 17, the middle child of five. In 

1912ï13, he and his parents and younger sister Mary all became members of the 

City Tabernacle by transfer, shortly after arriving. According to Church records 

they lived at óLangside Cottageô, Vulture Street, South Brisbane. Alexander and 

Mary moved to Victoria where they died in 1920 and 1919 respectively. 

After arriving in Australia, George worked on the crew of several steamships, 

including the Deerhound, the Kakapo, and the Konoowarra as a fireman, which 

involved tending the fire for the running of the steam engine. He also worked as a 

trimmer, whose role was to ensure that the fireman had adequate supplies of coal 

at hand. There are records of at least one voyage where his father, his younger 

brother and he worked on the crew of the Limerick together. 

George was 23 years of age and a bachelor when he enlisted on 25 January 1916. 

He was married in September 1916 just before leaving in October. His enlistment 

papers show that, when he first enlisted, his father was nominated as his next-of-

kin, but this was later changed to his wife, Florence May Bremner. Florence was 

born in Devonshire, the daughter of Walter and Elizabeth Booth. She was not a 

member of the City Tabernacle. 

George joined the 25th Battalion, 17th Reinforcement and was described as 

170cm tall, weighing 56kg. He had a 91cm chest, dark complexion, brown eyes 

and black hair. He gave his religion as Methodist.  

He embarked for England in October 1916, six weeks after his marriage, on the 

Marathon and disembarked at Plymouth in January 1917, on the same voyage as 

William Carson. He was sent to France in June 1917 and official Army records 

say óPrivate Bremner was killed in action in Belgium on 20 September 1917ô. 

His life was taken on the first of the five-day Battle of Menin Road, Belgium, a 

successful offensive operation undertaken where advancing troops had to 

overcome formidable entrenched German defensive positions, and in which some 

5,013 Australian causalities were sustained. 

There appeared to be some confusion of his family members as to the exact date 

of his death. He died on the same day, and in the same battle as William Smith.1 

                                                      
1
 https://www.awm.gov.au/military-event/E97/, accessed 20 October 2018. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/military-event/E97/
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The Brisbane Courier contains the 

following notice under the heading 

óRoll of Honourô: 

BREMNER ï Killed in action in 

France 26 September 1917, 

Private G.A.F. Bremner, eldest 

son of Mr and Mrs Bremner, late 

of West End. 

Lifeôs highest mission he fulfilled 

And bravely answered dutyôs call 

To fight for liberty and right 

And battle for oppressionôs fall 

Until the day dawns and the 

shadows flee away. 

Inserted by his sorrowing father, 

mother, sisters and brothers.2 

The Brisbane Courier reported on 25 October 1917 in the Personal Notes, that 

Mrs George AF Bremner, who had been staying for the previous five months at 

Mrs TA Whitingôs, Raymond Terrace, South Brisbane, had received information 

that her husband had been killed in action. 

The Queenslander of 27 October 1917, also contained a notice worded as follows: 

Mr and Mrs BREMNER and Family desire to THANK all kind friends of the 

City Tabernacle and elsewhere for their sincere sympathy in their sad 

bereavement. 

His wife inserted a notice in The Queenslander on 3 November 1917 with a 

notice in memory of her husband, óThine for ever, God of loveô. 

Similarly, after the one-year anniversary of his passing, these touching notes were 

published: 

BREMNER ï In loving memory of our dear brother, Private G.A.F. 

Bremner, killed in action, 29 September, 1917.  

We picture your safe returning, 

And a clasp of your loving hand; 

But God has postponed that meeting; 

ôTwill be in a better land. 

Inserted by his loving sister and brother-in-law, T. and S. Mathie. [Thomas 

and Sophia] 

                                                      
2
 The Brisbane Courier, 23 October 1917, p. 6. 
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